Connected
The Ryburn Benefice Magazine
November 2017

The Ryburn Benefice Churches:
St Luke’s Norland, St Mary’s Cottonstones, St Peter’s Sowerby

Church Contacts
Name

Telephone

Email

Vicar

Revd Jeanette Roberts

01422 646 371

revdjeanetteroberts@gmail.com

Retired Priest &

Revd Lesley Ennis

lesleyennis@hotmail.co.uk

Magazine Editor
Associate Priest

Revd Ian Sparks

01422 884421

priest@luddendenchurch.org.uk

Jim Skelsey

01422822936

skelseyfamily@aol.com

Miriam Asquith

01422 822534

miriam.asquith@hotmail.com

01422822936

skelseyfamily@aol.com

St Mary’s, Cottonstones
Churchwardens

Verger

Contact Jim Skelsey

Organist

Bill Ellis

St Mary’s Community Centre
Bookings

Jim Skelsey

St Luke’s,Norland

Churchwardens

Jen Hallos

01422 832700

jen@prospectplace.freeserve.co.uk

Lynne Wheale

01422 823683

lynnewheale@hotmail.co.uk

Verger

Eleanor Mitchell

01422832560

Organist

John Naylor

07977846285

john.r.naylor@live.com

St Peter ‘s Sowerby
Churchwarden

Ken Cuttle

Verger

Contact Ken Cuttle

Organist

Richard Barnes

01422 836487

kencuttle@aol.com

01422 346215

St Peter’s Community Centre, Sowerby HX6 1HB
Centre Manager

Fiona Butterworth

01422 836448

dfbutterworth@hotmail.com

2

Revd Jeanette writes ……….

Dear Friends……. We are at that time of year again which calls for
Remembrance. The leaves are falling, the winds are picking up and the
weather is turning that bit colder. Autumn is most definitely here, with
the darker mornings and the longing to be warm and cosy indoors.
As November beckons, we are, at that ‘remembering place’. We will
remember ‘All Hallows Eve’ or Halloween as it has become known.
Following immediately on the heels of this is ‘All Saints Day’, in which
we remember the saints living and departed who have worked so
tirelessly for the glory of God. Then comes ‘All Souls Day’, when we
remember the ‘faithful departed’. Those who have died and gone before
us into eternity.
We will also join in with our national celebration of Bonfire Night on
November 5th, when we remember ‘Gunpowder, treason and plot!!’
Bonfires all over the country will light the night sky, and the darkness
will be banished, if only for a short while.
Remembrance Sunday falls on 12th November this year, when we
remember those who gave their lives and their all for the pursuit of
freedom in all the wars that have taken place. To top off this period of
remembrance, at the end of November we celebrate ‘Christ the King’. A
time for acknowledging that Jesus is Lord of heaven and earth, Indeed
Lord of all that is.
The thing that binds all of these acts of remembrance together is the
theme of ‘light’. Light coming to brighten our darkness. Who can forget
when the prophet says in the bible “the people who have walked in
darkness have seen a great light”. We are preparing ourselves for the
coming darkness as the days grow shorter, and as we prepare to enter
Advent, a time of preparation and waiting for ‘the light that is to come’.
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The very act of remembering can also help us to shed light on things
long past. We remember people, places, times of sorrow and times of
joy. We are all human and are not immune from the experiences of life,
nor are we immune from remembering. Remembering one good thing
though, at a particular time of darkness can make all the difference in
the world. It can lift our spirits and give us renewed hope. I hope that
happens for you this November, that you find renewed hope in all
things, especially God’s power for mercy and love.
God bless you all
Revd Jeanette
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Hello God….
Some thoughts on remembering
Remember me as the poppies fall
On the shoulders, heads, and at the feet
Of young and old,
All gathered for the Festival.
Remember me in the music played,
In the clapping of the audience,
Keeping time
And uniforms so proudly worn.
Remember me in the stories told,
Most from the distant past, but others new,
Each one rehearsing memories stored or
In the making.
Remember me And if a tear should chance to flow
Then let it flow for the world in pain,
And dedicate yourself to peace.
For you are my memorial.
And your life, if lived
for others,
Is my legacy.
By Sam Doubtfire
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Two Minutes Silence
In the month, when we think about those who have given their
lives in war, the two minutes silence is a familiar act of
remembrance. We can use the silence to reflect on those who
have suffered in war or on what it means to work for a peaceful
world. Or do we end up thinking about lunch or panic that we
haven’t switched our phone off?
Victor Frankl, a victim of Auschwitz, suggested that the most
intolerable of all human conditions is not imprisonment or
hunger, but lack of meaning. The two minutes silence enables us
to connect with Jesus’ message, which offers true meaning to our
lives and world. He spoke of giving ourselves in love for each
other and the world, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those that
persecute you’ (Matthew 5:44). He also demonstrated such love
in sacrificing His own life, ‘Greater love has no-one than this, that
he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15:13). In observing the
silence, let’s use it to reflect on this sacrificial love, as we
remember all those who have experienced pain and conflict.
Of course, we should be serious about silence and stillness in the
whole of our lives, not just for two minutes at an act of
Remembrance. In busy lives where so much is clamouring for our
attention, silence enables us to reassess our priorities and
rediscover true meaning in our lives. Jesus made a habit of
withdrawing to experience silence. He did this before choosing
his disciples, after He heard of John's beheading, after feeding
the 5000, after healing a leper, at the Transfiguration and to
prepare for His death. ‘The seeking out of solitary places was a
regular practice for Jesus. So it should be for us.’ (Richard
Foster).
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The Regular Church Calendar
Sunday

10.00am

Holy Communion St Peter’s
In It Together Worship 2nd Sunday in the month

11.30am

Holy Communion St Mary’s ( 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month only

3.30pm

Holy Communion St Luke’s
In It Together Worship 4th Sunday in the month

Monday
9.15am

Morning Prayer St Luke’s

Tuesday
12 noon

Lunch Club St Luke’s, 1st Tuesday in the month

Wednesday
9.15am

Morning Prayer St Mary’s

Thursday
9.15am

Morning Prayer St Peter’s

10.15am

Holy Communion White Windows, 2nd Thursday in the month

12 noon

Lunch Club St Peter’s Centre 1st & 3rd Thursday in the month

Saturday
9.30am

Prayer Breakfast St Peter’s, 1st Saturday in the month

Don’t forget to look us up on the web:
www.ryburnbenefice.org
SaintPeter’s Church Sowerby

For details of Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Home Communion,
Holy Unction, and Confession, please contact the Vicar:
Revd Jeanette Roberts tel 01422 646 371
revdjeanetteroberts@gmail.com
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Particular events to note in November
Sun 12th
Wed 8

th

Wed 29th

Remembrance Sunday

Normal service times

Neighbourhood Plan
Open meeting
Ryburn Ward Forum

7pm St Peter’s Centre
6.15pm for 6.45pm

St Nicholas’ Day Festival
Friday 1 December
6.30pm Carol service
 with telling of the Nativity story St Peter’s Church
7.30pm Christmas Market
 stalls, refreshments, raffle in St Peter’s Community Centre opposite
church, free admission. More stalls and Santa’s Grotto in church.
Santa’s Grotto.
 £1.50 per child
Check out our Facebook page for more details:
 SaintPeters Church Sowerby

The Ladies Night fundraising evening at the
beginning of October raised £102 for church
funds. Thank you to all the stallholders and
to all who came along to support the event.
Bev Patel

Website
The website for the Ryburn Benefice is http://ryburnbenefice.org,
- from where you can access the websites for each of the three
churches. Keep visiting over the coming months to stay connected
with all that is happening in your local church community.
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From the Registers ….
There are no baptisms or weddings in the Benefice
this month
r Peter Brierley considers the impact of children losing – or
gaining – a parent. We have run the article long, but you can cut
it to suit your available space.

The impact of transitions on
children
When the adults in a family with children change – either
because of divorce, death, or change of partner if a couple
cohabit, such a change is called a ‘transition’. When this
happens, children are inevitably impacted.
Now children who are under 12 years of age have been
measured in an international study. It indicated that, in general,
transitions cause instability for the children, and such often
impacts their development.
The study found that the greatest degree of stability (that is the
fewest number of transitions) was in homes where the two adults
were married. Even so, 32% of marriages in the UK suffer a
rupture in the first 12 years of their child’s life. If the parents are
cohabiting, the likelihood is twice this percentage, at 60%, and
for single parents it is 73%.
The study found that the UK had the highest rates of transition,
for both married and cohabiting couples. The nearest country to
us was the United States, with percentages, respectively, of 24%
and 45%. The average across the rest of Europe for transitions
with married couples before their child was 12 was just 9%, and
for cohabiting couples, 17%.
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What this shows is that when measured over the first 12 years of
their (first) child’s life, the likelihood of a break in relationships
between the parents was twice as great if the couple were
cohabiting than if they were married.
If the couple are British the likelihood of a break-up, however, is
almost four times that seen across the rest of Europe, both for
those married and cohabiting.

Time to pray for the Persecuted
Church
5th November is this year’s International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church (IDOP). It is a ‘day’ when Christians around
the world are being asked to join in prayer for their suffering
brothers and sisters in Christ. Here are just some examples of
what Christians are facing:
India: In late September, a church in the southern state of
Karnataka was broken into and items inside, including Bibles,
were set on fire. “By the time I reached [the church], everything
had turned to ashes,” said Pastor Vaddar Nagaraja. As well as
Bibles and Christian literature, the furniture and the church’s P.A.
system were set ablaze. (Barnabas
Fund:https://barnabasfund.org/)
Nigeria: Hundreds of Christians have been killed by Fulani militia
in central Nigeria. Men, women and children are being murdered,
their land taken away and their homes destroyed. These
Internally Displaced Persons then flee to a number of camps,
where life is very harsh, and disease rampant. (Christian
Solidarity Worldwide: http://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm)
China: Chinese authorities in several provinces have banned
children from attending church. Recently more than 100 churches
in Zhejiang province were notified that minors would not be
permitted to participate in religious activities, including Sunday
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School or summer camps, even if accompanying their parents.
Meanwhile, all the activities of believers who are part of China’s
flourishing “house church” movement are already illegal.
(Barnabas Fund:https://barnabasfund.org/)
Kenya: Four gunmen attacked St Paul’s Anglican Church in
Ukunda, south-east Kenya, while a service was taking place. Just
as the pastor was about to begin his sermon, gunshots were
heard outside. Two policemen were killed. It has been suggested
that militants from the Somali-based terror group Al Shabaab
were behind the attack. Barnabas
Fund:https://barnabasfund.org/
Sudan: In a recent open letter to the United Nations, the
international organisation Human Rights Watch (HRW)
highlighted the ongoing persecution and suffering of Christians in
(north) Sudan. The letter stated: “The [Sudanese] government
continues to restrict freedom of religion and belief. In early 2017,
officials in Khartoum announced they would demolish at least 27
churches within Khartoum. In May the Sudanese Church of Christ
building in Soba Aradi was demolished without notice by security
officials. The church was the sole remaining Christian place of
worship in the Soda Aradi district. Officials have also prohibited
construction of new churches under the rationale that no new
churches are needed due to the secession of South Sudan and
the presumed exodus of ethnic Southerners, who were
predominantly Christian.”
On 5th November, please pray for these suffering Christians, and
millions like them.
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Weekly Groups at St Peter’s Community Centre which is
just across the road from St. Peter’s Church. Formerly
the village school, therefore the entrance is via the old
school yard.......
Community Café
Monday – 9am-noon. Term time. Join us for inexpensive bacon butties,
omelettes, home made cakes, treats, colouring/activity table for
children. Free housing benefit advice available.
Facebook: The Cafe St Peter’s Community Centre Sowerby
Tai Chi
Monday – 1pm-2pm
2.15pm – 3.15pm Beginners Class
Ryburn Art Club
Tuesday - 10am-12.30pm. Term time.
Brownies and Guides
Tuesday - 6.30pm-9pm - for girls aged between 7 and 14 years. Term
time.
Lunch Club
Thursday – Noon-1.30pm - first and third Thursday of each month.
Slimming World
Thursday evenings from 7.30pm. Tracey is your Slimming World
representative.
Let’s Get Creative
Friday – 9am-10.30am - a free, messy play
group for parents and toddlers. Sensible
parenting advice given if asked for.
Community Café
Saturday – 9am-1pm. Join us for inexpensive
bacon butties, soup, home made cakes, treats,
colouring/activity table for children. Free housing benefit advice
available. Facebook: The Cafe St Peter’s Community Centre Sowerby
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Weekly Groups at St Peter’s Community Centre continuing :
Sam Roberts is holding a meeting in the centre on Wednesday 8th
November , 7pm, for people who are interested in becoming part of
a team who will prepare a Neighbourhood Plan regarding the
needs of those in Sowerby, in preparation for the new housing
developments.
Ryburn Ward Forum will take place in the centre on Wednesday
29th November, tea and coffee will be available from 6.15pm, the
meeting will begin at 6.45pm.
If you are interested in coming to any of these groups, just turn up on
the day to get more details.
Bible knowledge
A minister was approached by his small son who told him proudly, ‘I
finally figured out what the Bible means!’ The minister thought of
his extensive theological library and smiled indulgently. He asked
his young son what he thought the Bible meant.
‘It’s easy, Daddy...,’ the young boy replied excitedly. ‘It means
'Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.'
Careful!
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family
Bible to her brother in another part of the country. ‘Is there anything
breakable in here?’ asked the postal clerk.
The lady thought for a moment, and replied: ‘Only the
Ten Commandments.’
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Ernest’s speyk’s (30 on ‘em onnyroad) from the pre war era

1) Ovver t’op ‘o dahn yonder. (Over the top of down yonder) In
reply to the question “Where is it” instead of saying “I don’t
know”.
2) T’other sahd ‘o Briggus. (The other side of Brighouse) Similar
to above.
3) It’s breetning ovver t’Ball Green. (It’s brightening over Ball
Green farm) Ball Green was west of Sowerby and it was generally
a sign of good weather approaching.
4) Well a’ll gu to Pudsey. (Well I’ll go to Pudsey} an expression
of surprise
5) Well a’ll gu to’foot of ahr stears. Well I’ll go to the foot of our
stairs same as the last one.
6) It’s all over like ossmuck (It’s all over like horse muck) It’s
everywhere.
7) A’s’ll a to get a’gate an meck a --? (I shall have to get going and
make a -?)
8) It’ll be cahered dahn I’t’hen ‘oyl. (It will be cowered down in
the hen hut, usually a neighbour cat)
9) A were flayed to t’deeath. (I was frightened to death)
10) A were fair clammed.
(I was very hungry)
11) Let ‘er yell she’ll piddle less. (Let her cry she’ll pee less)
12) Uncooked joints of t’table. (Elbows of the table)
13) Let yer meyt stop yer mouth. (Let your food stop you talking)
14) Ger’aht o’spell ‘oil. (Get out of the way)
15) Tha’d ferget thee ’ed if it were lois. (You would forget your
head if it was loose)
16) Gee’it ’ere. (give it here)
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17) Tha frames laak a man med ’o band (you’ll have to try
harder)
17) Yer a reight claht ‘eead. (You’re a right cloth head, or Idiot)
18) Well ’ah nivver did. (well I never did)
(Followed by)
19) Tha must’a dun
(You must have done)
20) Weer ’asta bin
(Where have you been
21) Asta bin ta Sawb Brig a lately? (Have you been to Sowerby
Bridge recently)
22) Am bahn dahn to’t fooit. (I’m going down to Luddendenfoot)
23) E lives dahn t’clough’oil. (He lives down Boulderclough)
24) Blow yer bucky bose yer bukkey bunkey to a child with a
runny nose, (Blow your mucky
nose you mucky monkey)
25) Ant’ta getten a ‘anky (Haven’t you got a handkerchief)

Hymns for people over 60…
Immortal, invisible …
…. I know my glasses are here somewhere.
And did those feet …
. . . ever manage to walk more than a mile?
I danced in the morning …
. . . but I couldn’t do it now.
Morning has broken…
… but it wasn’t me who dropped it this time
One more step along the world I go…
... actually, that’s probably all I can manage.
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Puzzle Page
Sudoko

Maze

17

18

All Saints’ Day – the feast day of all the redeemed
All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the redeemed,
known and unknown, who are now in heaven. When the
English Reformation took place, the number of saints in the
calendar was drastically reduced, with the result that All
Saints’ Day stood out with a prominence that it had never
had before.
This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as early as the
5th century, as commemorating ‘the martyrs of the whole
world’. A Northern English 9th century calendar named All
Hallows as a principal feast, and such it has remained. Down
the centuries devotional writers have seen in it the fulfilment
of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice and
resurrection.
The saints do not belong to any religious tradition, and their
lives and witness to Christ can be appreciated by all
Christians. Richard Baxter, writing in the 17th century, wrote
the following:
He wants not friends that hath thy love,
And made converse and walk with thee,
And with thy saints here and above,
With whom for ever I must be...
As for my friends, they are not lost;
The several vessels of thy fleet,
Though parted now, by tempests tost,
Shall safely in thy haven meet....
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The heavenly hosts, world without end,
Shall be my company above;
And thou, my best and surest Friend,
Who shall divide me from thy love?*
1,255 ancient English churches were dedicated to All Saints a number only surpassed by those dedicated to the Virgin
Mary.
*(Maurice Frost (ed.), Historical Companion to Hymns
Ancient and Modern (London: Clowes, 1962), no. 274, verses
1,3,6.
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November 2017 Crossword
Across
1 He was replaced as king of
Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2
Kings 24:17) (10)
7 ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus...
who for the joy set before him
— the cross’ (Hebrews 12:2) (7)
8 Relieved (5)
10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)
11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke
24:37) (8)
13 ‘It is — for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle
than for the rich to enter the
kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25)
(6)
15 Directions for the conduct of
a church service (6)
17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8)
18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then she wiped
them with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4)
21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — , — the last
trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2)
22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and to death”’
(Luke 22:33) (5,2)
23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6)
Down
1 He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)
2 Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all
here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)
3 ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the whole — of man’
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)
4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)
21

5 Sun rail (anag.) (7)
6 Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10)
9 Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires overcome their —
to Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10)
12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he
feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)
14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)
16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)
19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14)
(5)
20 See 18 Across

Answers :

October Crossword
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Breathing Under Water
by Richard Rohr, SPCK, £9.99
This book aims to help us identify our addiction (whatever it may
be) and to overcome it through the grace of God. The author
says: We are all addicted in some way.
But when we learn to identify our addiction, embrace our
brokenness, and surrender to God, we begin to bring healing to
ourselves and our world. In Breathing Under Water, Richard Rohr
shows how the gospel principles in the Twelve Steps can free
anyone from addiction — from an obvious dependence on alcohol
or drugs to the more common but less visible addiction that we
all have to sin.
The book has been called 'a must-read for any person who
recognizes the need to go "inward" on their soul's journey to
question what their relationship is with God, themselves, and
others.'

Hospital Chart Bloomers
Don’t be alarmed, but these are actual notes from hospital
charts....
~ The patient refused autopsy.
~ The patient has no previous history of suicides.
~ Patient has left white blood cells at another hospital.
~ Patient has chest pain if she lies on her left side for over a
year.
~ On the second day the knee was better and on the third day it
disappeared.
~ The patient has been depressed since she began seeing me in
1993.
~ Discharge status: Alive but without permission.
~ She is numb from her toes down.
~ Patient was alert and unresponsive.
~ I saw your patient today, who is still under our car for physical
therapy.
~ Patient has two teenage children, but no other abnormalities
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And Finally….. Grave certainties
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a
funeral director to play at a graveside service for a homeless man
with no family or friends. The service was to be at a cemetery
some distance away. As I was not familiar with the area, I got
lost, and finally arrived an hour late. The funeral director and
hearse were long gone. There were only the diggers left and they
were eating lunch. I went to the side of the grave and looked
down. The lid was partially covered with soil. The diggers stared
at me over their sandwiches, and I sensed their reproach that I
had deserted this dead man in his final hour of need. I didn't
know what else to do, so I started to play.
The diggers looked quite startled at this, and put down their
lunches. But they stood quietly enough while I played out my
heart and soul for this man with no family and friends. And as I
played 'Amazing Grace,' the workers began to weep. They wept,
I wept, we all wept together.
When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my
car. Though my head hung low, my heart was full. As I opened
the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, ‘I never seen
nothin' like that before and I've been putting in septic tanks for
twenty years.’
So, apparently I'm still lost....
If you have enjoyed reading our magazine, and would like to advertise the activities
of your group or business in our next edition, please contact the editor, Revd

Lesley Ennis tel 01422 832747, or email your request to
lesleyennis@hotmail.co.uk
For voluntary organizations there will be no charge. For commercial
organizations, our introductory rates are extremely competitive: currently
£2 per issue or £10 per year, for a quarter page insert. For a growing
readership in Sowerby and further afield of about 400 or more it is well
worth boosting your advertising potential through our magazine.
All articles are accepted subject to Sowerby PCC editorial policy.
Cut off date for items for the following month’s edition is 15th of the
preceding month.
If you would like to receive future editions (in PDF format) direct to your
email box, please email the editor with your details, which will be used
solely for this purpose only.

Grateful acknowledgement is given to all our magazine contributors, and also to the contributors of the website
Parishpump.co.uk, for kindly allowing us to use some of their material.
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