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Reverend Ian writes …
Dear Friends….
November is in many ways the season of “Remembrance”. We start
with remembering and celebrating the holy ones on “All Saints’ Day”
and many churches will invite those bereaved in the past twelve
months to an “All Souls’ Service” to remember and give thanks for the
faithful loved ones. We gather around bonfires to “remember,
remember the fifth of November” though in truth the significance of
that has long since faded from the memory.
However, this year there is a great significance for
Remembrance Sunday it being on the 11th of the 11th
and 100 years since the ending of the First World
War. Four years ago, the start of the Great War was
the focus, and who cannot remember the stunning
‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’ installation of
ceramic poppies in the Tower of London? Each one of the 888,246
poppies was representing a British military fatality during the war.
The scale of loss just hits home, even if you take one battle at a time.
The Somme Valley is a beautiful region, but it has carved its place in
modern history by the statistics of a slaughter that will forever be
associated with it. There were 57,470 British casualties on the first
day of the battle alone. 19,240 of these men died. Many battalions
were composed of men recruited from the same town or village. It
bound them together, it was good for morale, but it also devastated
local populations. For example, of the 720 “Accrington Pals” who
went into battle on the 1St July 1916, 564 became casualties.
Over these past for years, in many communities there has been
interest not just in the statistics and the story of the many but also of
the tale behind the statistics, in the story of individuals who are
named on our memorials in Churches, Chapels, Working Men’s Clubs…
They have ceased to be just names on a Cenotaph. People, who have
no family connection that might give them an obvious reason to do so,
have researched the details of these individual men’s lives and family
circumstances, their service records, press reports and details of their

fatal injuries and information about where they are buried if known.
Some have visited their final resting places.
This is not out of morbid curiosity, but because of a growing
realisation of the connection that binds together our present
community with the sacrifice of life by those who formed this
community in the past.
At the heart of every communion service in which the community of
faith gathers around a Holy Table, there is an act of remembrance
called ‘anamnesis’. If ‘amnesia’ is forgetfulness, then ‘an-amnesis’
might be translated as ‘not-forgetfulness’. This is where we recall the
Passover and the sacrifice that Jesus made for us through his death on
the Cross. In the act of remembering we too realise the connection
now in the present that we have with that sacrifice made in the past.
The sharing of the bread and the wine in holy communion reminds us
that through Jesus we have hope for the future, as well as hope for
the present: hope for peace, new life and transformation through the
power of a love that sustains through the darkest times and even
death itself.
Death in war is sacrifice. The huge wars of the last century and many
conflicts since have been fought by people who died or were damaged
for the benefit of others. This includes those of other nations and
races. This was brought home to me recently on a visit to Berlin
Cathedral as I stood and read the many names on a memorial to their
dead of the Great War. In sacrifice, lives are connected. Whilst
sacrifice of life remains the ultimate act by one person for another,
living in sympathy and kindness with others is a remembrance that
can mark the heartbreak of war with the possibility of peace. Peace
is precious, it has been bought with a price. We must never forget.

Ian
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Sunday
10.00am

The Regular Church Calendar
Holy Communion St Peter’s
In It Together Worship 2nd Sunday in the month

11.30am

Holy Communion St Mary’s ( 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month only

3.30pm

Holy Communion St Luke’s
In It Together Worship 4th Sunday in the month

Monday
9.15am

Morning Prayer St Luke’s

Tuesday
12 noon

Lunch Club St Luke’s, 1st Tuesday in the month

Wednesday
9.15am

Morning Prayer St Mary’s

Thursday
9.15am

Morning Prayer St Peter’s

10.15am

Holy Communion White Windows, 2nd Thursday in the month

12 noon

Lunch Club St Peter’s Centre 1st Thursday in the month

Saturday
9.30am

Prayer Breakfast St Peter’s, 1st Saturday in the month

Don’t forget to look us up on the web:
www.ryburnbenefice.org

For details of Baptisms, Weddings,
Funerals, Home Communion,
Holy Unction, and Confession, please
contact the Vicar:

SaintPeter’s Church Sowerby

Revd Jeanette Roberts tel 01422
646 371
revdjeanetteroberts@gmail.com
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Particular events to note in November
Sun 4th

All Saint’s service

Sun 4th

Joint Benefice
All Soul’s service
Welcome Back
School Service

Mon 5

th

10am St Peter’s Sowerby
11am St Mary’s Cottonstones
3.30pm St Luke’s Norland
6pm St Peter’s Sowerby
9.15am St Peter’s
Sowerby Village School

Tues 6th

Welcome Back
School Service

9.30pm Norland School

Sun 11th

Remembrance Sunday

Wed 14th

Deanery Synod

10 am St Peter’s
10.45am Parade to Cenotaph ,
Norland
3.30pm St Luke’s
7.30pm Venue to be announced

‘Elvis’Gospel Songs

St Luke’s Norland

Clifton Brass Band

St Luke’s Norland

Sat 17th
Sat 24

th

From the Registers ….
Congratulations on your Baptism go to …
Sebastian Daniel Joseph Blezard
Sunday 4th November
at St Peter’s Church, Sowerby

News from St Peter’s Sowerby…
A Big Thanks to all who supported the Macmillan Coffee
Morning which was held alongside the Community Cafe on 30

September and raised over £150. The event was organised by Maria
Bouckley and included a few stalls. It was well attended and both the
stalls and the cafe had been busy. Thanks also go to Hazel Parkin for
helping in the café.

Further Thanks go to all who supported the Ladies
Night held at the Centre on 4 October which was another successful

social and fundraising evening, raising £102 church funds. Thanks also
go to Beverley Patel for organising it.

ALL SOULS/ALL SAINTS/ REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
All Saints will be observed at the regular 10.00am service on Sunday 5
November.
The All Souls service will take place at 6.00pm on the same day, taking
the form of a service of music, prayer and quiet reflection as candles are
lit and names read out of loved ones now departed this life.
The Remembrance Sunday service at 10.00am on 12 November will
begin with the Act of Remembrance and will include a see through
display set around the body of the church to movingly represent and
remember every local person who has given their life in the service of
their country.
CHRIST THE KING
There will be a Joint Benefice service at 10.00am on 26 November at St
Peter’s, marking the 5th anniversary of Revd Jeanette’s ministry in the
Benefice. There will be a get-together with tea, coffee, and cake
refreshments in the Centre following the service.
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Weekly groups at St. Peter’s Community Centre which is
just across the road from St. Peter’s Church. Formerly the
village school, therefore entrance via the old school
yard.......
Community Café
Monday – 9.15am-noon. Term time.
Join us for inexpensive bacon butties,
omelettes, home made cakes. Children's
play table. Free housing benefit advice
available.
Facebook: The Cafe St Peter’s Community
Centre Sowerby.

24Fit Halifax
Boot Camp with nutrition advice
Monday - 6.30-8pm, Wednesday - 6.30-8pm, Friday 6.30-8pm.
Weekly.
Tai Chi
Monday – 1pm-2pm, beginners' class 2.15pm-3.15pm. Weekly.
Ryburn Art Club
Tuesday - 10am-12.30pm. Term time.
Brownies and Guides
Tuesday - 6.30pm-9pm - for girls aged between 7 and 14 years.
Term time.
The Little Box Company - Childrens’ Cafe - 0-8 years
Every second Wednesday and Saturday of each month-10am-5pm.
Natural wooden toys for the children to play with, nourishing food
available.
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Lunch Club
Thursday – Noon-1.30pm – first
Thursday of each month.
Slimming World
Thursday evenings from 7.30pm. Tracey is your Slimming World
representative.
Stay and Play
Friday – 9am-10.30am - a free
(although donations appreciated),
messy play group for parents and
toddlers. Sensible parenting advice
given if asked for.

Community Café
Saturday – 9.15am-1pm. We will be open on the first and third
Saturday of each month. Or for special events.
Join us for inexpensive bacon butties, soup, home made cakes.
Children's play table. Free housing benefit advice available.
Facebook: The Cafe St Peter’s Community Centre Sowerby.
………………………………………………………………………
Wake
Shortly after my father passed away, one of my daughter’s
Jewish friends approached her with a question. ‘Kate,’ he said,
‘I’ve never attended a Catholic wake before. What is the
significance of the daughter not wearing shoes?’
Kate replied softly, ‘My mum’s feet hurt.’
9

Love, loss, and remembering
Autumn has traditionally been a time when Christians explore the big
questions about life and death. Watching the leaves fall and the nights draw
in is an opportunity for all ages to think about love and loss and remember in
special ways.
Children ask questions about death for all kinds of reasons. It may come from
seeing a local war memorial, or closer to home with the death of a pet. Or
maybe your child has lost a great-grandparent, grandparent, a family friend, a
teacher, a neighbour, an aunt or uncle.
For some children, the impact of loss has huge consequences, especially if it’s
the death of a parent or a sibling. However and whenever those questions
come, there are good ways to remember those we see no longer with family
at home:
• Light a candle on important days and say a prayer. “Loving God, thank you
for_________ and help us to remember them well.” This is a simple prayer to
say together.
• Gather some items that remind you of that person – letters they wrote,
photos of them, items of clothing – and keep them in a nice box. Children can
add things to the box.
• Taking part in charities connected to the person who died; Race for Life is a
family-friendly event that can honour people who died from cancer, for
example.
• Children can help taking care of a gravesite – pulling weeds, choosing
flowers or other items to bring at special times, washing a memorial stone, If
your child is struggling with a bereavement, there are resources available:• Child Bereavement UK,
(https://childbereavementuk.org/forfamilies/support/) Grief Encounter
(https://www.griefencounter.org.uk) and Winston’s Wish
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(https://www.winstonswish.org.uk), are all charities which offer support to
bereaved children.
• SANDS (https://www.sands.org.uk) is for anyone coping with the death of a
baby, including siblings.
• At A Loss (http://www.ataloss.org/find-support/search) can help you find
the right services for bereavement in your area.
• Your child’s GP may also be able to offer help and support.
This article was provided by Church of England Christenings.

.....................................................................
Died in the services
Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on
the side wall of the church. The plaque was covered with names,
and they seemed to fascinate the seven-year old. ‘All those
names,’ he said to the minister. ‘Who are they?’
‘Well, they were people who used to go to this church,’ explained
the minister. ‘This is a memorial to all the young men and women
who died in the services.’
Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little
Alex’s voice was barely audible when he asked, ‘Which service,
the 9 o’clock, or the 11 o’clock?’
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Where is your life journey taking you?
Can you imagine boarding a plane for your dream holiday and the pilot’s
voice says: ‘Welcome on board. After take-off, we’ll be serving you a meal
and we’ll do all we can to make your flight enjoyable. However, I need to tell
you – we have no final destination. So we are just going to keep flying until
we run out of fuel and drop into the ocean.'
No matter how wonderful the journey is, what’s the point, if there’s no
destination? And yet many people live their lives like this. They concentrate
only on having the best ‘journey’ that they can, on travelling first class all the
way. But they never stop to consider where the journey is taking them –
what their inevitable end will be.
Death is the end of our journey here on earth, but it need not be the end of
YOUR journey. God does not want you to end your life in death. He wants it
to be the threshold of an eternity of peace and love in his presence. Jesus is
the way to this truth and life, and he holds out that ‘ticket’ to you. A journey
with a destination in mind is better than a journey that will simply…end… one
day.
St Paul knew where he was going. In fact, he couldn’t wait to 'depart and be
with Christ, which is better by far….' (Philippians 1:23)

…………………………………………………..
Last chance?
The minister was very ill. He was told by his doctor not to have
too many visitors. However, when his agnostic friend called, the
unbeliever was ushered into the minister’s bedside. ‘I do
appreciate,’ said the agnostic, ‘you seeing me when so many in
your church have not been able to see you.’‘Well, it’s like this,’
said the minister. ‘I feel confident that I shall see them all again
in heaven, but I was worried that this might be my last chance to
see you!’
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Hello God …….
Jesus is King
Revelation 19:16
Whether we believe it, or not,
Whether we feel it, or not,
Whether we care, or not,
Whether we want it to be so, or not,
Whether we acknowledge it, or not,
The fact is,
The truth is,
The reality is that
Jesus is King!
King of Kings
And Lord of Lords.
And one day, He’s coming back! by Daphne Kitching

At break of day
Editor: A prayer poem based on Psalm 40, v5 – ‘God will help her at

break of day’. Dedicated to all those whose first waking thought is one
of anxiety and a feeling of being overwhelmed, but who choose not to
be intimidated by such thoughts, finding rather strength in God.

Waking, anxious and afraid,
Knowing all that must be done;
Sense of dread and taste of
fear,
How can I fulfil my call?
Turning, then again to God
Inward glance and eye of faith;

Refuge strong and present
help,
Why would He desert me now?
River flowing, life of God
Fills my heart with confidence;
Trusting him and leaning hard,
Finding grace, I carry on.
by Tony Horsfall
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New Worker for CICS...
We welcome Sarah Stone to the CICS family! Sarah will be joining Neil, Chris
and Nancy responding to the increase in opportunities in High Schools across
Calderdale.
Sarah is new to
Calderdale, but she’s
not new to schools
work! With many
years of experience
in children’s, youth
and schools work,
Sarah is really excited
to be joining the CICS
team. Her husband, Mark, is the new Pastor of Elim Church Halifax, where
Sarah also plays an active role in the leadership. They have recently moved
from Huddersfield with their two amazing daughters! Sarah enjoys, sunshine,
flowers, good coffee and conversation, and visiting the Zoo!
Please pray for Sarah and her family as well as Neil, Chris and Nancy
supported by our amazing volunteers as they plan the new school year...
The CICS website has had a make-over to better represent our new image and
the work we do in schools - check it out at cicscalderdale.org.uk
Our Autumn Prayer Gathering will join with Todmorden Churches Together
on Thursday 8th November at 8pm - more details soon.

More of us are praying online
Some 1.2 million of us in the UK pray online each month, according to
recent figures from the Church of England.
Over the past two years the Church of England has developed a strong
presence online, particularly aimed at people who do not regularly go
to church. It also reaches out to young people through using Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram and its website.
The C of E offers images, film, information about local churches and
help in learning to pray — including using Amazon Alexa to hear grace
before meals and other devotions read aloud for them.
Last Christmas 6.8 million people used its material. In June 2017 after a
terrorist attack on London Bridge, 1.5 million went on Facebook to find
comfort in verses from the Gospel of John – “The light shines in the
darkness and the darkness has not overcome it,” with film of a lit
candle.
Adrian Harris, the Church of England’s head of digital, explains that the
aim is 'to use social media and the website to enable people to develop
a relationship with God and our churches.' Certainly the C of E's
website “find a church near you” is getting 10 million page views a
year, and half of the church’s traffic to Instagram is under the age of
34.……………………………………………………………..
What bishops do
We were celebrating the 100th anniversary of our church, and
several former pastors and the bishop were in attendance. At
one point, our minister had the children gather at the altar for a
talk about the importance of the day. He began by asking, ‘Does
anyone know what the bishop does?’
There was silence. Finally, one little boy ventured: ‘He’s the one
you can move diagonally.’

All in the month of November
It was ……………………
300 years ago, on 3rd Nov 1718 that John Montagu, the 4th Earl of
Sandwich, was born. He may have been Postmaster General and First
Lord of the Admiralty, but we remember him today as the inventor of
the sandwich, which he ordered from his chef to sustain him at the
gambling table.
150 years ago, on 13th Nov 1868 that Gioachino Rossini, major Italian
composer, died. Best known for his operas, including The Barber of
Seville.
100 years ago, on 4th Nov 1918 that Wilfred Owen, British poet and
soldier, was killed. One of the leading poets of WW1, he was noted for
his shocking realistic poetry about the horrors of trench warfare. Killed
in action a week before the war ended, aged 25.
Also 100 years ago, on 11th Nov 1918 that Armistice Day saw the end of
World War 1.
90 years ago, on 18th Nov 1928 that Walt Disney released 'Steamboat
Willie', the first Disney cartoon with fully synchronised sound, which
saw the debut of Mickey Mouse and Minnie Mouse.
80 years ago, on 9th Nov 1938 that the Kristallnacht (the night of
broken glass) began when the Nazis burned synagogues and destroyed
thousands of Jewish homes and businesses in Germany and Austria.
More than 30,000 Jews were transported to concentration camps.
75 years ago, from 28th Nov - 1st Dec 1943 that WW2's Tehran
Conference took place. US President Franklin D Roosevelt, British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill and Soviet Leader Joseph Stalin met to
discuss plans for a second front against Nazi Germany. This led to the
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D-Day assault on Normandy and the Allied invasion of occupied
Europe, beginning in June 1944.
70 years ago, on 4th Nov 1948 that American-born British poet and
playwright T. S. Eliot won the 1948 Nobel Prize for Literature.
Also 70 years ago, on 14th Nov 1948 that Charles, Prince of Wales, was
born.
65 years ago, on 9th Nov 1953 that Dylan Thomas, Welsh poet,
playwright and short story writer, died. Best known for his play Under
Milk Wood, and his hard-drinking lifestyle.
50 years ago, on 28th Nov 1968, that Enid Blyton, British children's
writer, died. One of the most successful children's writers of the 20th
century, she wrote more than 762 books. Best known for Noddy and
the Famous Five series.
25 years ago, on 1st Nov 1993 that the Maastricht Treaty came into
effect, establishing the European Union.
20 years ago, on 24th Nov 1998 that the British Government unveiled
plans to abolish the rights of hereditary peers to sit and vote in the
House of Lords.
15 years ago, on 22nd Nov 2003 that England won the Rugby World Cup
for the first time.
10 years ago, on 4th Nov 2008 that Barack Obama was elected as the
44th President of the United States.

……………………………………………………………………..
When the restaurant next to a church put out a big sign with red letters
that said, ‘Open Sundays’, the church reciprocated with its own
message: ‘We are open on Sundays, too. And we have live music.’
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Nov 2018 Crossword

(Answers at bottom of page 23)

Across
1 and 20 Down
Lord of all ...,
Lord of all...,
whose trust, ever
child-like, no
cares could
destroy (11,3)
9 Moses'
question to a
fighting Hebrew
labourer: Why
are you ... your
fellow Hebrew?
(Exodus 2:13) (7)
10 Acclaimed
cellist who
contracted
multiple sclerosis
at the height of her fame, Jacqueline ...(2,3)
11 At even ... the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay (3)
13 A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4)
16 Do not leave Jerusalem, but ... for the gift my Father promised
(Acts 1:4) (4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter's response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: We must ...God rather
than men! (Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, ... Eareckson Tada (4)
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6)
22 Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat ...
...(Matthew 13:2) (2,2)
23 Infectious tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
28 No fear of me should ... you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you(Job
33:7) (5)
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7)
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30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church's
calendar (11)
Down
2 O Jerusalem, how ... I have longed to gather your children together
(Matthew 23:37) (5)
3 Way out (4)
4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)
6 Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7)
7 Concerning the study of God (11)
8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11)
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)
14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6)
19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7)
20 See 1 Across
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25 Time (anag.) (4)
26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 For the wages of sin is death, but the ... of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
(Romans 6:23) (4)

…………………………………………………………………..
Say that again?

A woman telephoned her bank and spoke to the accountant who
looked after her holdings. ‘I want to make some changes,’ she
said.
The accountant needed for more details. ‘Are you interested in
conversion or redemption?’ he asked.
‘Good heavens,’ came the reply. ‘I must have got the wrong
number. I wanted the Bank of England, not the Church of
England.’
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A singing group called ‘The Resurrection’ was scheduled to sing
at a church. When a big snowstorm postponed the performance,
the minister fixed the outside sign to read: ‘Resurrection
postponed – due to snow.’
Come in and pray today. Beat the Christmas rush!
Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm next Wednesday in the church
lounge. Please use large double door at the side entrance.
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Crossword answers Nov 2018:
ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni.
16. Wait. 17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23,
Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide.
DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7,
Theological. 8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19,
Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift.
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And Finally…..
When children tell Bible stories (real-life efforts that didn’t
quite make it…)
St John, the blacksmith, dumped water on Jesus’ head.
Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says ‘do one to others
before they do one to you’.
Jesus ruled that ‘a man doth not live by sweat alone.’
It was a miracle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to
get the tombstone off of the entrance.
The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 decibels.
One of the opossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan.
If you have enjoyed reading our magazine, and would like to advertise the activities
of your group or business in our next edition, please contact the editor, Revd

Lesley Ennis tel 01422 832747, or email your request to
lesleyennis@hotmail.co.uk
For voluntary organizations there will be no charge. For commercial
organizations, £2 per issue or £10 per year, for a quarter page insert.
All articles are accepted subject to Sowerby PCC editorial policy.
Cut off date for items for the following month’s edition is 15th of
the preceding month.
If you would like to receive future editions (in PDF format) direct to your
email box, please email the editor with your details, which will be used
solely for this purpose only.
Grateful acknowledgement is given to all our magazine contributors, and also to the contributors of the website
Parishpump.co.uk, for kindly allowing us to use some of their material.
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